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#' memorial of a great disaster,”

| steamer from the States enters Havana
i\, harbor there is no mistaking that melan-
=i choly relié projecting out of the water, |

. #ind , probabie
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The Corporation Tax — Congress

Should Relleve |!u- Situation.

Under instructions from Washington
the Collectors of Internal Revenue are
Botilying corporations, joint stock com-
Panies, associations and insurance com-
panies of all sizes.and shapes that the
returns required by the hastily enacted
law of last August must be filed on or
before March 1, and that the penaMies
provided by the act will be rigidly en-
forced in case of intentional omission

. or neglect. March 1 ig onlv two weeks
from to-dav.

There are some corporations, we un-

derstand. which have been asking for
&n extension of time on the ground of
physical inability to complete the neces-
sary work of computation before the
date spocified. There are many thou-
sands of other concerns, ranging from
great corporations to joint stock com-
panies ranning country shops, which are
hesitating ag to their course and pro-
testing against the requirement which
#ill make a public record of the returns
and thus pit the circumstances of their
business at the disposition of their
business rivals. Semi-official promises
from Washington to prevent this stu-
pendous injustice by the exercise of
discretion in guarding the returns have
served to reassure the minds of
hose who will be injured by disclostire.
law provides for no such discretion
the part of any executive officer.
{"he returns when filed “shall constitute”
": mot may constitute —“public records.”
- AFhey =hall be"—not may be —“open to
tion as such.”
Meanwhile there are demands from
all over the country that Congress shall
repeal this law, the amazing inequity
unconstitutionality of
‘which were exhibited with sufficient
learneas by THE SUN and other news-
papers when the bogus “special excise”
tax was first proposed. People are
awake now everywhere to the character
of the contemplated outrage. Numerous
suits have baen begun in the Federal
courts for the defence of the legitimate
privacy of business. Not less than
tén cases to test the constitutionality
of the corporation incOme tax are actu-
ally before the Supreme Court of the
United States, and seven of these, in-
cluding the strikingly typical Vermont
case of STELLA P. FLINT against the
Stone-Tracy Company, are assigned for
argument in the highest tribunal on
March 14, less than a fortnight after the
last day for filing returns.

In view of the chrénology thus indi-
cAted, the grave nature of the ques-
tions to be determined in March by
the Supreme Court, the weight of legal
opinion that has developed against the
law and the irreparable wrong that will
have been done if the returns are made
ard the law set aside, it is manifestly
the duty of Congress to pass without
delay an amendment extending the time
for filing for at least sixty days. That
will give an opportunity for a decision
of the pending cases. It will involve no
legislative reconsideration of the act
of last August. It will do no injury to
the United States Treasury. It will
simply give the Supreme Court a chance
0 say, before the damage is done to
individuals, whether the law is to atand
or fall; and this under the circumstances
is just and right,

Why Do We Walt?

The American colony in Havana to-
day will take notice of the anniversary
o1 the blowing up of the Maine and lay
mourning wreaths upon what Admiral
STEPHEN B. LUCE has called “a ghastly
As the

Congress appropriated

the ship, and also the sum of $10,000
to remove the remains of the dead
officers and men.
eighty-eight bodies were recovered,

| brought home, and buried at Arlington.

In the shadow of the war which the
destruction of the Maine had made
inevitable, efforts to raise thie vessel
ceased, and for twelve years the only

{ Americans who have visited the wreck

and the placd of the dead have been
those who remembered, and who grieved

for the neglect of their (Government. | country back of it to some extent; he 'affecting the corporste ' industri
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'hnvo made substantial additions to the
| maps for the Weddell and Ross quu‘ll-l
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One hundred and | rants into which the south polar rogiom‘urp the ":mu o

{ have been divided, he has failed to find |
ia gap through which the pole may b’i
[ reached. He has sailed from the South
| Shetlands to 123 degrees west between
; the #9th and 71st paraliels, which means
lprob.bly that' in many places he has
come closer to the southern barrier than
Ilho Belgica did; he has reached Alox-i
ander 1. Land and perhaps explored the |
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—Sir: What
the “male-
factors of great wealth,® the "predatory
corporations” and the Républican poli-
ticians in Washington deiving at ?
“Republican® officials atid politicians
at Washington are emphasirzed because
Uemocrats have bebome negligible
tince the reign of the Peerléss One

"\oun. Only Republicans are now to be

thought of. Much nowadays is vague
and mysterious, 20t only in t laws
of

The country has been reminded that|has determined the situation of Bgi-|'he coudtry—production, . manufacture

immediately after Admiral Toro's flag-
ship, the Mikasa, was blown up the
Japanese engineers made plans to raise
her, and not long afterward she was
restored to the navy list. The Maine
should have been raised upon the con-
clusion of psace with Spain, but it will
never be too late as long as her fighting
top is above the water to escape the
reproach it implies, “Why do we wait
to perform so plain a duty?” Admiral

| LUCE has asked. Who can say, unless

it is that we hope a natural convulsion
will come to hide the “ghaktly memo-
rial” beneath the waves,

Oll as Fuel for British Warships.

Whether the report in London that the
Admiralty has deeided to substitute oil
for coal as fuel on warships is true
or not, no pne who is familiar with the
experiments .made by the British au-
thorities and has observed the rapid
construction ol reservoirs at the naval
ports to hold stores of oil would be
surprised if the Government confirmed
the report. Two years ago it was an-
nounced that oil would be burned ex-
clusively on the seagoing torpedo boat
destrovers. The larger war vessels
were to carry supplies of oil- and ex-
periment with it. Work was begun
at Portsmouth on a system of tanks
equipped with hose connections through
which oil could be pumped into ships
lying at the jetty, thus doing away with
the confusion and dirt of coaling, and
saving time and labor.

The advantages of using oil instead of
coal for fuel are go great that the nation
that first equips her warships with the
necessary apparatus and establishes a
chain of supply stations around the
world will steal a long lead in naval
efficiency over her rivals. That this.is
England's intention has been appar-
ent for some time. All parts of the
empire have been explored for petro-
leum, and promoters have gone far
afield in countries such as Persia to find
a sufficient and inexhaustible supply of
oil for the navy. It has been struck in
great quantities in Nigeria, and the same
report comes from Egypt and Australia.
While the quest was going on the Admi-
ralty, with great faith in the result, has
been preparing supply stations in all
parts of the world.

A warship taking on oil instead of
coal for the stokehojd can at once dis-
pense with 75 per cent. of the working
force. This liquid fuel can be carried
as ballast in the double bottom of the
ship, and as the oil is consumed water
can be admitted. Coaling on the high
seas has always been a difficult, pro-
tract<® and tedious operation; but pipes
passed from a tank steamer into the
side of the war vessel will quickly fill
her reservoir. Stoking with oil can be
managed easily under all weather con-
ditions, even when the ship is steaming
at full "speed. Heat is generated so
rapidly with oil that a battleship using
it attains her top speed in very much
less time than when the stokers are put-
ting in coal, no matter how fast they
work. Thus the cruiser Duke of Edin-
burgh in the 1907 manceuvres, with oil as
fuel, made twenty-three knots an hour
against a head sea in a critical moment,
and the battleship King Edward ran
away from a coal using enemy. To
bring the comparison home to our own
navy, if SAMPSON'S fleet had been able
to stoke with oll on July 3, 1888, it
would have made much shorter work
of the Spanish squadron. Oil is said
to be more economical than coal, for the
furnace can be fed automatically with
oil without waste, It is true that coal
in the bunkers furnishes protection to
the vitals of the ship, but for this reason
only is it preferred to eil,

For two years or more many of the
battieships and cruisers of the British
Navy have been carrying a store of oil
to supplement the coal supply, Ves-
sels of the King Edward class have been
refitted so that either oil or coal can be
burned exclusively, Stoking with oil,
the destroyer Swift maintained for some
hours a speed of 38.3 knots, or nearly 45
land miles, and the battleship Dread-
nought has done far better work with
oil than with coal, 8¢ill, in spite of the
demonstrated advantages of liquid fue’
it may be doubted if the British Nav,
is prepared to dispense with coal alto-
gether. It would require not only the
possession of ample sources of supply
in different parts of the world but a
very nice calculation to keep the fuel
stations repleffished and ready for war,
0il could be more easily destroyed than
coal, and it would be necessary to pro-
tect and guard the tanks. A supple-
mentary stock of coal might, be ‘he
means of saving a ship or evendeci g
a campaign.

With its habitual foresight the British
Admiralty i¥ not likely to place its de-
pendence entirely on oil no matter how
abundant the production of oil in its
possessions might prove, But all signs
—the refitting and storing of ships and
the building of reservoirs of large ca-
pacity at Chatham, Portsmouth, Plym-

(& Everybody on board points 1o it, and it and on the Mersey—point to a
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ery American is ashamed to see it.!
there still. Two years ago American
troops were in garrison at Camp Colum-
ia near. Havana, and Major-General |
oMAS H, Barry did not fail to ro-!
member the Maine. We quote from a |
despaich to Tag Sun: |
“ Early in the morning Major H. J. Seocum of
the Second Cavalty and a supervisor of the Rural

Wl

B0 Guard went out 1n & launch toward the wreck and | S4Me region befors he can hardly fecl
‘5' placed an American fag At Dalf mast on the re
. maifing portion of the Aghiing top of the ship. |

“Later a Rural Guard lleuteaant placed a wreath on |

the wreck In behalf of the guard.” 1
The Mainie was blown up at 9:40 o 'clock
on the night of February 15, 1508, and
two officers and 264 of her crew perished.

RS,

dacided preference for liquid fuel over
coal by the British Admirailty,

The Antaretie.

The challenge in the nate of the Pour-
quoi Pas”? has been ineffective, and Dr.
JFAN CHARCOT returns from tha Antarc-
tic, having found no chance to dash for
the south pols, As he had been in the

disappointed, for one expedition after
another has tried to force its way
through the tangle of islands and straits
of the South Shétlands with very little
progrees southward, and the barrier that
extends westward {8 still unbrokeén,

The meagre account cabled home by

]l.monu'u:x'n Peter |, island and has .
{made some new observations in thé |
1 South Shetlands. ‘

The results are respectable from the
| scientific point of view, but in no way
| sensational, The return of the oaxpedi-I
tion is timely, however, with regard to
'n proposed Americah expedition to the
|

|

south pole, it emphasizes the fact,
‘Tamiliar to all students of geography
| and exploration, that the only route to
i that goal which any sane man can con-
sider is the one taken by Captain ScorT
and Lieutenant SHACKLETON in their
expeditions, It seems strange that
Commander PEARY, himself the latest
and most marked sufferer from the
breach of comity among explorers,
should be the one to suggest an under- |
taking, which could only hope to be suc-
ceasful by following in the track of the
two gallant Englishmen, in the region
assigned by international agreement to
British enterprise.

At only two points has it been found
possible to penetrate appreciably be-
yond 70 degrees the ice and land en-
circling the south pole, namely, in
the great indentation discovered by
Sir JaAMES Ross, and called Ross Sea,
which comes close to the 80th parallel,
and in the Weddell Sea almost opposite,
which has been penetrated beyond 74
degrees. It is practically from the
foot of the volcanoes which Ross named
after his ships, Erebus and Terror,
that ScorT, and after him SHACKLETON,
made their dashes. Both examined
the ice barrier and thought that the
trip might also be made from the other
|end, the newly discovered King FEd-
ward VII. Land, which is no nearer to
the pole. Nowhere else has any place
been found in which an expedition
could make its winter quarters that is
not 500 miles more distant from the
point aimed at,

The hopeful confidence which in-
spired SHACKLETON when he started
for the pole led him to dream that after
crossing it he might Keep on and reach
the other edge of the land or ice, at the
Weddell Sea or the South Shetlands. If
he had attained the pole he would have
turned back all the same, for he could
have arranged for no meeting place
which his expedition could have had
much chahce of reaching. There is a
great deal of exploration to be done on
the edge of Antarctica before any ex-
plorer can startinto the interior of what-
ever lies hidden thére, with any chance !
of coming bgck, except from the base |
of Roma's ioe barrier. The land lying
nearest to South America, the Shetlands
and other groups from which Dr. CHAR-
cOoT is now returning, has presented
more difficulties than any other section.
The Germans made a brave attempt
with the Gauss, but only just touched
the edge; Swedes, Scotchmen, Belgians,
French have all tried manfully and
brought back something new, but the
sum of it all is trifling compared with
what has been accomplished at the one
vulnerable point.

If Americans hope to reach-the south
pole they must do it either in conjunc-
tion with Captain ScQTT's new expedi-
tion or in emulation of it, by making use
of what he and Sir ERNEST SHACK! FTON
have accomplished. Anyw here else, and
particularly in the unexplored Weddell
| sea region, where geographical laurels
are to bé won, they would face almost
certain fallure and even less prospect
of heing first at the pole

o T8 ettty pat s
| ;.m lnufu‘n ’.w"r'mwo’l Aladama.
|  Under the gircumstapces there will
hardly be» ttempt to lynch the prisoner. )
|

the
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Ex-President ZeLaya threatens tol
write a book to defend hisadministration.
We can think of no one who would read
it, except possibly Secretary KNox.

The Hon. JoskPH CROCKER Sisvey of
Franklin, Venango éounty, Pa., wants to
go toCongress again. After many political
adventures, after trying his luck as a
Prohibitionist, Poepulist, Democrat, Re-
publican and what nof, he 1¢™ the House
of Representatives and snsconced himaelf
among his Floridian vineyards and or-
ange groves. Now there is such a ochance
for a shindy that he longs to be back in
the game. Beautiful, unctuous, a best
“mixer” and forehanded, Mr. SiBLEY
usually has a good chance of getting what
he sets his heéart on. 1t seems he iastill
a Republican. We had thought him more
volatile and roving.

The Snow on Riverside Drive,

To THE EDITOR OF TR SuN—%r: What makes
the Park Depariment so tardy In removing the
snow from e walks in the park and Riverside
Drive* The conditions on Riverside Drive on
Sunday afternoced kept away the usual cvowd thal
| Is wént 1o proméfade up and down the drive on

Sunday afteruoon. !

A path about two feét wide was the only evi.
depce that the spow had been touched. To make

| matters worse. ihe snoW remaining on the walk
| was meiting rapidly and the waler soaked the
| parL of the waiks where the tnow bad been re-
| moved, forming Nitle puddies here and shere.

Two persons could not walk abreasi. The ma-
I lority of the people whea they discovered the con-

ditlons turned K.

Riverside ve Is the best place In the upper
section of the vity 10 obtain fresh air and enjoy
A Sunday afiernoon walk. so it seerss a shame
w0 think that hundreds 0f people who Lake pleasure
ip walking must be déprived of this enjoyment
after a slight snowstorm. A walk from Ninety-
| slxih street L0 140th street revealed but two men
| shovelling snow, and they wore working as én-
| ergetically as only eofty employees can work.
NEW Yomx, February 4. PEDESTRIAN,

PRI SEREAU. S5 S Sp———

Civilization and Eyesight.
From the Lowsoh Daily Graphic

1118 someshmes mistakenly supposed that primi.
tive races have naturally beiter eyesight than
civilized ones. That Is not exactly wrue. Nature
works more slowly than that, and In the records
of powbr or acuteness of eyesight some Freach
artillerymen proved 10 be as well furnished as
the most keen sighted Arabs.  Native races ofven
Appear (o have keen eyeslght simply Wecause they
know what to look for and where to look for It.
But a8 moon as reading s Introduced (o & race
shortaightedndss begins to appear with progres-
sive frequency, and striking instances of

ik rélation o cadse add éffect have appeared
among the school children 6f Egypt.

and exchange ! commodibies—but in
future legisiation rega: interstate
buying and selling. - and there you
hnl;' it confidently rted that con-
trolling pérsons “in dupporations once
denounced as “predetory” are in the
scheme to put theinsdlves under the oon-
trol of Congress if the Supreme Court
shall find that they have been guilty of
violating the Shérman anti-trust law.
The reason is sot quite clear unieas
the new Fedeml incorporation plan is to
be a kind of safety blankét, held by the
four corners such as firemen use as a
receptacle for those in a oity fire who
Jump from a fourth story window to es-
cape the ‘devouring flames.. If any cor-
porations; it ia asked, have been really
and wilfully “predatory® and shall be
judicially condemned as intenttonally
conspiring unlawfully to increase prices
of food, raiment, shelter, transportation
or other things of comfort, why not leave
the n to die and perish on the sitewalk’

Putting the busitiess of .the country in
the hands of Federal tions is not
a new project. Mr. Id, who was
President Roosevelt's first Commissioner
of Corporations and was promoted by him
to be head of the Intsrior Department,
commenced it half a dozen years ago.
The request that C oconsider the
advisability of emaeting a law for the
legisiative regulation of interstate com-
merce “under a loense or franchise® was
transmitted to Cofigress. rr. Garfield
said, with pérféot truth ‘and frank-
ness, that if the Knight sugar case had
been decided as the Government asked
“it would have gone far toward establish-
ing the principle that the United States
had control of all State business.” An
amendment of the Comstitution may be
proposed to annul that decision along
with the income tax decision in the Pol-
lock omse. 5

Two years ago at the oconference of
Governors contened by President Roose-
velt, to which he invited Mr. Bryan, the
latter developed the “twilight zone" idea
that most of the contentions over the line
between the nation and the State “are
traceable to predatory corporations.”
The President responded by adding that
he only wished “to provide some effective
popular sovereignty for each corpora-
tion.” He. criticised judicial decisions.
He added that:

Ia matters that velate only t) the pesple within
the State of course the State is 1o be sHvereign
and |t should have the power to act. If the mat-
ter Is such that the State {tself cannot act, then |
wish on behalf of all the States that the narional

rament should aet.

He had already urged Con to
adopt either the plan of Federal license
or charter. His successor prefers the
latter.

What is sought under sither plan may
be inferred from arguments which clever
lawyers employed by _the Government

| Rallway Commission or by the Attorney-

General bave from time to time addressed
to the Federal courts. [t is to be assumed
that they expreased the opinions of the
Administration by which they were re-
tained. What they urged on the courts
is instruotive for any one who has the
ouriosity to discern the present drift,
They insisted that the power of
to regulate includes all instrumentalities
affeoting even indirectly interstate com-
merce. State lines do not hinder. They
impudently  claimed that the Supreme
Court had adjudged in the Northera Se-
curities case that a corporation conduct-
ing commarce ean with all its internal
arrangements be regulated. Even’ the
dividends by a State corporation carry-
ing on interstate commerce and division
of profits among owners can be regulated,
say the Government lawyers. The sol-
vency of the corporations bhe cared
for. Congress can, they claim, regulate
an industrial corporation as completely
as a national bank. Eoonomic obstruc-
tions, such as the issue of shares and bonds
in excess in the way of interstate com-
merce, are like physical obstruotions, te
he prevented or removed by Congress.
Credit and surplus can be controlied.
Common directors of State corporations
ean be p 1
It is im I8 to desoribe a national-
iem more complete than that which can
be thus actomplished under the inter-
state clause of the Constitution. State
lines become « mere geographical ex-
preasion. Freedom of commerce among
the States ¢an be d od by Congress,
The right to engage in it becomes a “privi-
lege® subject to the pleasure ot Congress.
There is no appreciable limit to the power
of Coungress in prescribing the instru-
mentalities that Congress can regulate;
and to what end? What benefit is to be
conferred on the country? Whose pook«
ets ares to be filled? MaINT HEl BNA.
Wasnixotrox, D. C., Febrary 14.

A Pipe Smoker by Natural Selection.

To Tas Eprron o TRE SuN—Sir: Fconomy in
pipe smoking?! What's that got to do with It?
On Ohristmas Day, 1908 (mind the year, will you?),
siz ocigars were given t0 me for which the donor
pald 40 cents each. [ vow I've got two of them
yet. Smoke them® Notwhen | can get the right
pipe and the right wbaccod, and | now have bota.

‘The tobAcco I've had for mand yesrs. Down
in Philadeiphia is the fittle sBop that suppiles
1t. When | first wens there I téld the artist about
what I liked and Ne made up & mixture for me.
1t was 100 this and 108 that 0n the first trial. and
50 he altered the position again and agaln
until he got It Just right, ézactly to my taste and
then the forrhula wemt down on his books at-
tached (0 my name and when | want a few pounds
1 write and ask for my mizture and get It justthe
same every time. 1t coste me $1.55 a pound, and
11 1 am not (06 far off the edpréssage Is prepaid.

Then the pipe! . 1 found itlast April i London,
close 1o the Cariton, and |t cost me ¢ight and six,
a big price there. But sych & pipe! The dealer

assured me (hy¢t plece of briar had been seasoning | o

for twenty-five years, and 1 can belleve i, for
there was fio “bréal in* 10 thal pipe. 1t was
as sweet the Orst time as It 18 w0-day. These
plpes are not, mada for the trade and cen be bought
ounly in the Nittle in Pall Mall. But there's
more solid comfort in this pise of tobacco than
in any cigar that ever was rolled.

MoNTRRAL, February 13, S, K. Warzas.

Ligquers In Japan.
From Doty Consular and Trade Reports.

The imports of alodhelic liquors Into Japan
1906 amounted Lo $H02,047; now mate
$500.000. Béer brewing in Japandates back some
twenty years, whén a Waé established In
Yokohama by 1 10 supply the foreign
demand. Beer can. be found throughous
Japan, and the oulpus of the bréweries not only
suppiles home but lea considorable
quantities for ¢ Japanese oéntrel the
brewaries and foreign beér Rhas slmost driven
out of the matket, the Lmports
to only §8,000, inel best, ale,

The exporis of hu“wu
as follows: 1:0 i, &
and all o-r: uors,

THE. BRY AN-BAILEY FEUD
iy TEXAS. :

Dartas, Feb. 10.—Teétas produced last
year something like a billion dollars in raw
materials—cattle, lumber, corn, cotton and
wool.- Within 300 miles of this city in pro-
' duced one-eighth of the ectton of the United
| Btates, excepting when the boll weevii gets
in its 4eadly work. 'Theshce that the Texan
wears {s made in New England, the chair
{ that he sita in comes from COrand Rapids,
his carpet is made in Philadelphia, bis shirts
and collays come from New York or Trov,
and his wonllen clothiog from various pares
of the North. Therefore when Senator
Joseph W. BRailey, sorely troubled by the
Hedrat attacks over Standard O1) and other
mat'ers, hemmed in hy factional enemies
at home und threatened by a fdesh ir vasion
from Bryan, found his political position in-
peritied and realized that he was no longer
the idol of the Texas pianters and raneh-
men, he cant the Denver platform of 1908
on the teriff to the winda and along with
it the platform of 1902, adopted at hicago,
on which the last Democratic President,
tirover (laveland, was elected. Senator
Bailey has taken the lead in the ight agninst
free raw materials, has organized succeks-
fully many of the planters, business men

already raging furiously for control of the
nest Nfate convention and the NDemeocratic
primaries which will settle the election in
sixtesn Congress districis. All the sisteen
districts are solidly Democratic, and & Deme
ocratic nomination is equivalent to election.
Direct primaries prevail. In the present
Legislature there are 138 Democrats and
four Republicans. The Demoeratic plurai
ity for Bryan in 190% was 151,036,

As few finished products are mdde in
Texas, while raw products are raised all
over the State, Benator Balley believes
he has found a commanding issue on which
he hopes‘to hnits a majority of the Texas
Democrats. To make a campaign that
tovers Texas means some hard travelling
for the campa !

Prior to his recent Pacifio coast speak-
ing trip Bryan bad covered the important
Texas towns, rallying his friends with his
new tariff appeals, to fight Bailey and his
platform. Senator Charles A. Culberson has
triéd hard to avoid taking sides in the feud
betweent Bryan and Bailley. Mr. Culbérson
comes up for reelsction in the next Leégis-
lature and is threatened with a contest,
As a rule in his votes in the Senate on the
Aldrich bill he stood with Bryan rather than
with Balley.

Bryan has left with his Texas suppérters
a platform, and he asks every friend to
“write to your Senator and to your member
of Congress and ask them how they stand
upon this tarilf platform (as proposed by
Mr. Bryan":

1. A platform ls a pledge given by the cand!-
date 1o the velers, and whea ratified at the pells
becomes a contract between the official and his
constituents. To violate it in leter or in spirit
Is not ofly undemoeratic but repugnant o the
principies of representative government and con-
stitutes ah emBessiement of power.

2. We denounce the despotism known as Can
nonlsm and favor such an amendment 0 the
rules of the nationa! House of Representatives
a8 will restore pepular government in that body
lu:llun the rule of the majority on every ques-

3. We Indorse the tariff plank of the last na-
tional Demooratic plaiform and belleve thal the
measuré carrylng out the promise of that plat.
form should. among olher things, provide for:

Free wool, the abolition of the compensatory
dutles of woollens and & substantial reduction
In the ad valorem rate on woollens.

Free lumber, free wood pulp and free paper.

Free hides, leather, harness, Boots and shoes.

Free ofl and products of ofl.

Free iron ore, free coal. and low duties on all
mlanufactures of iron and steel.

Free binding twine, cotton tles and cotton
bagging.

Material red in the and
In the tWriff upon all other necessaries of life,
especially upon articles sold abroad more cheaply
than At home, the aim beéing to put the lowest
duty on articles of necessity and the highest on
arfioles of luxury. Articles coming into com-
petition with trust made articles should be placed
on the free list.

No tariff rate should be above 50 per cent. ad

e

all rates above 25 per cent. excepting those ugon
Hguor And tobacco should be reduced one-twen

tleth sach year until a 25 per cent. rate Is reached,
the purpose being Lo reduce the tariff gradually
W A revenue basis and thereafter to collect tarifr
for reveénue oaly.

This platform should also be submitted o
every canflidate for Congress. Men who aspire
10 public oMoe and mén whose aspirations have
besn h d by the Bave no right o
kéep secret thelr views upon publie guestions.
Thelr comsultuénis have the right to catechise
them and expect prampt and gxplicit answers.

lexas Democrate are divided into Bryan
and anti-Bryan Democrats, Railey and anti
Balley Democrats. .The Bailey men are
opposed to Mrvan and the Brvan followers
are Aghving Bailey. Just at present the
tsgae that the {wo faetions are fighting over
is the irrepresgible tari? nuestion, which
has taken mew form and caused a new
alignment in Texas. But down deep s the
long feud which has existed hetween Sena-
tor Joseph W. Bailey and William J. Dryan
ever since the dayve the ardent young Texan
met the young Nebraskan in debate In
Congreésd. Clashing ambitions for ora.
torical leadershi. and shaping of party
policies and plaiforms. created jealousies
and parsohal disiikes betw ean the two young
Congresameén ax early as 18, and  the
changes of tfe last sixtern vears have falled
to mellow the asperities of politics. Some
of Pailey s friends believe that he rather
than Brran should have heen nomirated
for  President by the Demorratic party,
In the stormy contention of 1"dat Chicago,
when Bryan, the late Governor Altgeld,
tiovernor, now Senator, Stone of M wel
and the late Senator White of Ca'ifornia
took control of the party organization frem
Grover Cleveland? Navi! B. MU, the late
Governor Willlam E. Russell of Massachy-
sette and Seecretary Viles of Wisconsin,
the thirty delegates from Texas were for
free siiver and pledged to support Con-
gressman Richard P. Bland of Missouri for
the Presidential nomination. Bryan made
his famous “cross of gold and crown of
thorna” speech that swept the convention
off its feet and some of the Texas delegaten
started to break away from Bland and
wanted to go over 10 Bryvan. Bailey was
furious. Those who heard him bherate the
Texas delegntes who wanted to vote for
Prvan will pever forget his fierce denuncia-
tioth of The Nebraskan. The delegation
under the unit rule suliénly stack to Bland
ballot aftdr ballot, but finally broke away,
and the chairman announced thirty votes
from Texaefor Rryan under the unit rule.
Observers long remembered the angry ex-
clnmations of the Texas leader. »

London™ Fat Boy.
From the 1 ondon Rwening Standard.

A memorial of the great fire of London ls In
daager of vanishing. The gllded fat boy put up
on the Fortune of War, an old ciiy lun at Pye
corner, West Smithfieid, where the fire stopped,
may sooh have the wall which has been his refuge
pulled down about his ears, as the lnn has closed
its doors 4nd is 10 be demolished. The figure of
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and banRers of Texas, and'the contést is | ¢

valorem exoept upon liquor And tobacco, and e
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Hew Halibut Is Caught and Marketed, With
Hints About Jis Ediblitty.

To tae Epiror or Tus Box—S8ir: It
was & revelation to many on the out-
side of the cold storage walls when it was
made known last week that there were
in one of the cold storage houases in New
York 50,000 pounds of “fresh” halibut that
had been in the plant three years, besides
10,000 cases of other fish that had been there
from one to thrée yemrs.

There is no article on the menu of human
tood that decays so quickly and becomes
s0 .wholly unfit to eat as fiah, no matter
what the species, age or size; nor is there
any article of food that shows the signs
of decay quicker (if you know them) when
not prﬂrv-d with salt or ice

As ve he

to catch and bring into

the ports of Glouceater and Boston many

Iarge cargoes of halibut from the Grand

Banks, the Western, Georges, Miquelon,
n
»

A‘a ti and other-noted fshing wrounds
a seasons of the vear, | may be sup!
to know somethisg about fresh halibut.
First of all let me say there is only one ele-
that will preserve fish for any length
of time, and thas is salt.
There are two kinds of halibut, white and
gray. he color of the under part of the
M¥o fish is perfectly white, while that of
@ gray is dark with black splotches down
he side. The former is always the vounger
, easily as large as the gray, the flesh
very'muoh ngncr and of Aner grain, and with
the t: it brings from three to eight cents
A pou more. The flesh of the gray or
“logy.” o= it is known, is not nearly as desir-
able or deMcate. 1t is much coarser, is dis-
red by dark streaks and circles, and
Il not keep fresh n-grly as long as the
w o “logy” is the overgrown gray
libut he can be told as soon as he
teap and is being hauled up, perhaps from
[ th of forty Lo seventy fathoms, for he
“uﬂy resista and never puts up the fight on
::d end of lh.h‘l‘tmu:u!l';“il the more gamy
a ounger white 5
m\'uny & trip for fresh q‘ilhut Iasts from
three to six weeks. hen the fish is caught
and hoisted in on deck the gills and insides
are removed, a_large ohumk of ice put in
the pocket, and the fish stowed below in
covered wil ken ice.

y the time the vessel has her eatch
nd returns home three weeks or mors
a8 elapsed. The fish, if they are not sol

to the local markets, are boxed with a fresh
y of ice and shipped to all parts of
ntry or to the cold storage planis,

the ter part of the !oad having by that
gx“boon out of the water for perhaps a

these fish are immediately sold 1 dog

not hesitate to say that they have not passed

the stage where thr').v are sweet and fit for

food: but after this, varticularly should
e weather be hot, the

fanrs ) ﬁ.c:h begins to soften
no t ow ey may N
a eyrlro ’:'.m, for human food.

nd t th

Lﬂdly following thie stage the fish be-
fomu “dead,” loses its firmnees and begins
'0 fall away from the nes. Aot only
does it lose its value as food when it has
rrﬂud at this lutT of decomro-mo but
t possesses absolutely no nutritive aualities
for milation and is deleterious rather
than beneficial to the human system. .

If fish at this early stage of ita “life” is
unfit for food. the public ¢an draw iis own
conclusions as to its edibility after it has
been laid on the shelf in cold atorage for
three T"' .. E. Beaug.

NEW BRITAIN, Conn., February 14.

THRIVING SEATTLE.

Her Bulldings. Banks, Rallroads and Wis.
cellaneous Growth.

To Tae Fmroa or Tne Sux—8ir The
sttention of the Beattle Chamaber of Com-
rméree has been cdlled to a letter in Tre Svw
under the caption “Hard Times on the
Onast,” signed by W. ¥, Hendrick, dated
at San Fruncisco, January 13

While the writer deals more particularly
with Cglifornia and its cities, we respect-
fully ark Tneg SuN to correct the impression
conveved by the heading over the commu-
nioation in question. So far as the people
of Seattle are conderned thev point to 1900
as the mes' important vear in the history
of the city in volume of business done and
the dexrce of development enjoved. The
statement that “conditions on the cosst
begger description™ couid not be further
from the truth

wring 1000 Sea‘tle iasued huilding rier-
representing a value of more than

{,l 000, =ur ing any previous vear
Y nekrly “.ﬁt:ll Our hank clearings
ounted to 000,000, & wain of more |

4150,000,000 over 1%K: post office re-
0 more than $98,000, or an ircrease
000 over 1908, Two new lmnnnml-

raib the Chirngo, Milwankee
wet Sound and the Harriman system,
gan operation of trains iInto this eity,

e volulxu of d construction work,
of irrigation de ment and building in
avery direction 1ghout ;N State har
b -‘l ter o!nn‘ ever he?‘ and ‘:'l’n

r continue o
-:mo .&3 "m l’c ble to n" i:

ny oesur eity in the United

ttle, @ in

tes, men w are not at work, we a
co. ;lam. that the proportion is relatively
amall.

it must not from the cita-
foned that there
labo

be undersiood
of statiatics above m.

ny abh 1 do‘g:n r in this
t‘..‘nd vicinity. - pment work
done in 1 waa handled by veople on tEa
ground and those who came durin ®
rlu. un% whatuver in may result
1910 will doubt! be en care of hy
t;ou now resident in the State or those who

may come in the course of thenatural growth
by t doﬂblopmom oa new and
mmon ith, C. BR. YaxpELL,

RATTI R, Wash., February .

FARMING IN PALESTINE.

The Primitive Metheds of an Impoverished
Population.
From Datly Consular and I'rade Weporis.

The land !s rented and farmed in a primitive
Way, which is uaprofitable 10 both landlord and
temant Adke, as compared with what might be
accomplished under a more advanced system,
The lands are rented for ome third of the crop
produped. After the harvest the gralo s lmme-
diately threshed. The titbes or Gevernment iaz
i Airst taken. which is one-tenith of the whole
crop, and then the remainder Is divided, the land-
lord his one-third share. The farmer
bas generally pledged a goed portion of the ex-
peoted crop. virtually selling it at a greatiy re-
the purpose of securing money
If grain is 51 &
bushel, on an advance 1o him of 8100 he will agree
to deliver to the party who advances the money
Y30 or 140 bushels of gralm after the harvest,
Shouid the crop fall it is carried over Lo the next
year, but under a new coniract in which 30 per
eent. Is added to the original amount.

The farmer classes have no reslizing sense of
the injustice done them In matters of business.
They are thus kept destitute and poor and ecan
Bardly provide themselves with the common
necesalties of lite. The tools and implements
used by them are little different from those used
by the patriarchs.

The native tarmers of the plains live in.villages
and under a communal system" calculated to
destroy every incentive for the Improvement of
the land. It is apportioned hy lot every three
vears, and each person is free 10 do as he pleoases
with his portion. In some of the communities
each villager or family ewns a ‘portion of the
farm 5. The origioal farm Is subdivided
among survivors in each suceeeding genera-
ton until eventually 1t Is i very small patches.

There are a aumber of colonles established on
the plains by the Jews and Germans. They are
en| in agriculture and are far la advance of

natves In méthods of cultivation. Sl
thess people use out of date farm Impiements
and are not previded with farm machinery to any
extent. They are also very conservative, and
wonld req idorable per lon or other
Inducement to influence them to change from
thelr present methods. %
conditions outiined are those of southern
Phiestine. In the northern parts and In much
of Syria it i« differéat. The country as a whole
northward is more fertile and the people are in
better Nnanclal cireumsiances, and 1o some ex-
wat they use improved farm machinery and

s,

Fast of the Jordan Is a vast region sald to bhve
& rieh and productive soll, and iis inbabltants are
beglaning 10 manifest laterest In securing m-
proved machinery and Implements for Tarm pur-
poses A raliroad has receatly been construoted
through this section, giving improved transpor-
tauon facilities and some of the peopie are awak-
snlng o the | walbllisy of Im condivons
with the adoption of better methods. .

Oommercial Freedom.
TO THR EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: With refer-
enoce %0 the bigh prices of food (and of everyibing

 MORE JERRSEY WENS.
A Glerious Anthentio Record From a Lake

woed Egx Book.

To THE En1TOR oF TR S[Suv -Sir: The
letter of & snuburbanite correspondent of Tux
SuN about his hens moves me to rfsa and
remark that [ too have hens and a record.
Last October [ hrought to Lakewood from
my country homn.e four Orplngton hans (hlack)
and seven pullets. I put them in a house
hastily made over from & rustic seat, lined
with tar paper and fronted with unbleached
mualin,

In November they all had the grip
(symptoms unmistakablel and [ had ro
nurse them for ten days tosave any of tham,
but lost only “Beauty.” my finest nen
January 3 “Mother,” & two-year-old k.-
began to lay, and on January 7 one of the
pullets, inst six months old, tried her
‘prentice hand, after which the other two-
year-id, “Lady,” and the other six pullets
fell into Mne, with the result that the month
of January gave me fiftyeight eggs from
two hens and seven pullets,

Naw [ look at vy February egg hook
and see that the first week, credited by vayr
correspondent with twenty-four eges from
his eight (scratch team) of varioua hreeds,
gave me thirty-slx eges from niy nine
black Orpingtons, “Crandma.” five yvears
old, being under the weather from the
sequel of grip and a frosted comb, not
havinz joined the band of producers at
that time. SNince then, however, she has

rked up and begun to lay, so that to-dav,

'sbruary 11, my record from seven gy
months-old pullets and three old hens
stands at Nfty-six since February |, wirny
one county still o be heard from, as
“Grandma” lays after 2 P. M., liking the day
to be well aired before she goes to work,

methods of your suburgan friend
are fine and just what I do, exdent that |
would like to add that before winter came
| mathered and stored load after load of
oak and chestnut leaves with which to car.
pet hen house and half of the 12 by 8 font
run, putting it in fresh once or twice a week,
not only keeping feet and legs warm byt
giving rood scratching for the scraps mv
cook peppers and r/ats out for them. Nn
cold evenings too [ heat wholeé corn in the
oven %o hot [ ean Mnﬁ{.hnndlo it, and en«
Joy their onloygwn when | throw it out to
them at 4 o’clock. Lakewood ix windy, gn |
begged the trimmings of a neighbor's spruca
tress and wove them in and out of the wire
fence on the north and east, besides making
a bower for my turkeys.

But turkeve are another storv. J. 1. C,
Lagewoon, N. J.. February 14.

.

P. | -lLater. “Grandma” has just eome
ont of the harre!, which she prefers to the
box nest. Sivexgst ay.

P. 8. No. 2. Another egg in the harre!!
That makes seven to-day, and no way to
arcount for it uniess & scrubby, undersivad
hen of mixed breed (dirty whi‘e), bought
with a family of youne ones, has heen in-

by the example of my aristocrats to
er duty. -

THE LESSON OF MERWICK.

Theushis on the Discontents st Princeton
and a Sigh fer the tid Days.

To Ak EpiTonr oF THE SuN—S8ir: Copies
of the issue of the Princelonian noticed in
THE SUN to-day were sent to six hundred
graduates with the double purpose of ex-
hibiting the paper in its remodelled form
and presenting to representativée ajumni
a definite statement of undergraduate
opinion in the matter of the graduate school.
As one of the favored six hundred | was
particularly impressed with the reference
to the experience of the present graduate
school at Merwick.

fn 1905, “as a temporary expedient to
last only until the college should be built,
the property at Merwick was secured.”
This is a private estate in the town of Pripce-
ton in Bayard lane, three minutes wa'k
to the north of Nassau stroet, on the south

e which lies the present campus.

ere in a little world of its own apart a
small community of graduate students
has for four years lived and moved and had
its. being. In a building of their own, sur-

nd by beautiful parklike grounds,
these more advan students have an
opportunity to en&?y the seclusion desired
for them by Dean West.

The Princetonian finds that the attrac-
tions of Merwick have not been sufficient
to “induce Princeton men to return for grad-
uate study.” [(ts influence upon nnder-
graduates has been negligible. Prinee-
tonian itor cannot what peasonable
objection graduate students cam have in
contact with the ulﬂ;«r classes of the uni-
inn:l.::' ever to sharing the m:r:{a%

same
Shoiea 1o Preaticst i

= at jck con«
Vince Prowidont Wheon A6 s maloricy of
lgocommlumof both faculty trus!
that central location is more than ever

api
do

ry.

ould community of in it result in
subordina of the u te, & |
sening of his influence as real “
ton man” r, it riise

of ideals and their ization in the
our college years. | m;u take mthm’
from t rineeton life of the t,
nuld a new ble ent. If
&m" te Ib. ith the proa t"imt'f:trtl’on;

rate

than make ft a uw sharing the
ug.o but Jot the {ife.

t why canmo 3‘” be "“'“‘1 to
.oonuarh? is passion for size,
riches, i uonm‘ mn used to be
unique or : a “minor"” col-

noraun nnn‘abm with theadvantages

each: the -lul:xl of 1 college,
mbtecial ookipeager 3'1'&‘ e
ipm 0! <
she mvm & mg us oﬂ-
sters nvlzuuna Prhou:‘n wi h now and
then amid the glories nivers
tr for the -lm‘rlor days of t old
College of New Jeisey. OLD GRaD,
NEw York, February 14. .

CORPS COMMANDERS.

Remarks on the Plan to Make Sickles &

lieutenant-General.

To ™ar Foirorn or TRE Sov—Sir: The
proposition before Congreas to give Cieneral
Daniel E. Sickles the rank and pay of a
Vientenunt-General in the regular army

would not he objected to in any quarter if -

similar rewardas were conferred upon other
living soldiers whose gervices in behalf of
the Union “1 more important than thnse
osf:onerrl Sic l:-. : = .
veral years ago it was posed to re-
sjore Cineeat Detia Wil Breget ine di
u v s 1o quiar

wu?n the modest rank of Cavtain, tut’mo
attempt was ahandol .  For some time
General Gregg commanded all the ravalrey
with the Army of the Potomac.
command ut Gettrshurg when th\’ (:rq-
federate nnlr‘ soucht to stri eade’s
battle line in the rear. He fouaht there a
Lard battie, drove the ConfederAtos from
the field and did muck to preserve the
Union position,

James H, Wilson, who commanded
$vllr7 corpm, I8 alive and vigorous at

ilmington, Ind. General (i, M. Dod.n
nnothor Union corps commander, 's still
anve, @
Because Ceneral Sickies did sorve tho
Union e%un to the be«t of ability no one
would object to making bim a Lieuténant.
General, provided Gregg and e and
Wilson also received the same J"ﬁk ‘:nd

pay.
Faextor, N. J., February 14.

The Missouri School of Bards.

TO TRE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: The schoms
of the University of Miasourl 1o establish a school
for peets is interesting, if peoullar. A good many
of us would lke 10 koow just how they are going
10 make Tennysons and Byroms out of prossie
material. On An average | am favored with
quite a dozen postic attempts every week with a
plea to criticise and correct them-—of course
1n thre¢ years | have found only one man,
who his been modestly hiding himeelf in a West-
ern State, worthy of encouragement.
was undoubtedly born in him and he will sue-
oeed If he perseveres and has a regular salaried
position 1o fall back on.

As A matter of absolute faot nearly all persons
~most women, anyway—think they can write
poetry, or, say, verse. “It looks so sasy.” they
say. I\ dots undoubtedly when it Is well pol-
ished, but the verse with iripplng
obtrusive though correct rhythm Is

Topeka Capital,
A 300 suit of clothes, &

Is spending & few dayy

He waa in |
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